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REMARKS 

Reconsideration and the timely allowance of the pending claims, in view of the 
following remarks, are respectfully requested. 

In the Final Office Action dated March 8, 2006, the Examiner rejected claims 
25 26 and 29-30, under 35 U.S.C. §102(b), as allegedly being anticipated by Suzuki 
^09 & S. Patent Pub. No. 2002/0012109); rejected claims 1-12, 21, 27-28, and 31-32 



under 35 U.S.C. §103(a), as allegedly being unpatentable in view of fiUM 
Hunter '598 (U.S. Patent Pub. No. 2005/0199598); rejected claims 14, 22, and 23 
^T^.S.C §103(a), as allegedly being unpatentable in view of Suz^ and 
j^^m (U.S. Patent Pub. No. 2002/0008863); rejected claim, ,15-20. and 24^ 
under 35 U.S.C. §l03(a), as allegedly being unpatentable in view of Suzukr_109 and 
Mnra yama '006 (U.S. Patent. No. 6,341,006). 

The Examiner also objected to claim 24 as allegedly lacking antecedent bases. 

By this Amendment, Applicants have amended claims 1, 22. 24, 25, 27, 29, and 
31 to provide a dearer presentation of the elaimed subject matter and have cancelled 
claim 21, without prejudice or diselaimer. Applicants subxnit that no new matter has 
been introduced. As such, claims 1-12, 14-20, and 22-32 are currently presented for 
examination, of which claims 1, 27, 29, and 31 axe independent. Furthermore the 
changes to claim 24 cure the informalities identified by the Exammcr and the 
immediate withdrawal of the objection to claim 24 is respectfully requested. 

Applicants respectfully traverse the prior art rejections, under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 102(b), § 103(a), for the following reasons: 

L P^r Ait Reiectio -' Undjr 35 U.S.C *>1 02(h), §1 03(a). 
As indicated above, amended independent claim 1 now positively recites that 
xne first housing includes a fir* chamber, a first optically transmissive window, a 
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duiste ks - u.s, p »^^,°3Qgo '" 807,4 ° 8 t m adm an ' S 1 -H 1 ^- 

^od optical* — ivc window, a. k. one moveable to position* mstfc said 
timber, 1* a linear motor and . leas, on. gas bearing within me ft. — 

lodiments described in tite Specification. (See. par. [0097, 

[0109]; FlGs. 4, 5). 

Unlto tire pmsen, invention, there is nothing in rhc of 
^.combination of fearmes recited in claim ,. In particular, S^JiE met* 
H. ma, five ,ens groups 236-240 arc driven by corresponding ptezo^ecmc 
^ elements 242-24.. CSee, ^Ulffi: HO. g). As s.h them* 

nothing in teaches or suggests Ore use of a linear motor and a, leas, one gas 

— - f °< — s,y movin8 - nMV ' 8b 35 

required by claim 1 . 

Moreover, as best understood, none of the reference, are capable of curing *e 
agencies noted above relative ro «». For cample, the K_ elm on 
rhe Hrn^ reference as allegedly teaching Ore use o, atr baarmgs. However 
Hunle£252S merely disclose, me use of an air bearing sled go postlrone on* V-bto* 

of a proton apparanrs. (See, e.g.. tW^i* par. 
HuEter^598 clear,, fa* ro teach or suggest the use of a lurear mom, 
gas bearing wiOtln the firs, chamber for eontaetlcssly movmg me moveable lens, 
required by claim I . 

The Examiner ..so assetted mar the aniglsSUIfi reference teaches a variety 
of driving mechanisms. However, JssiggM only machas rha, in— e lens 

• i. actuatinu a driving mechanism (e.g., a motor, air 

mount 66 is vertically moved by actuating a uri e 

. , t „ trV . r c ee e2 T a ni OT .chi '863 : par. 10098]). To the 
piston, piezoelectric element, etc.). {See, e.g., .iamgu__ * 

Lent that such a parenthetical is capable of actually teaching, IfenU ™- 

sUent as ro the use of a linear motor and at least one gas bearing -thin the first 

chamber for comactlessly moving the moveable lens, as required by claim 1 . 
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duisters - u.s ^^PP'":.^y 07,408 : nrnrtr " nd " SU16 -— - 

Finally, M-ayama^ was asserted for allegedly teaching the use of separate 
gas-filled chambers and has nothing to do with the disclosure of a linear motor and at 
L one gas bearing within the first chamber for contactlessiy moving the moveable 
lens, as required by claim 1 . 

For at leas, these reasons, Applicant submit the, neither the Suzuki^ »or the 
Hunter "598 reference .eaeh ,he Calmed combmadon of element, recited by amended 
^TTecording.y, claim . is patentable over these reference, 
respectful* reoues, ft. immediate withdraw* of the rejection o. Cam. 1. under » 
U S C 1103(a). M addition, because claims 2-12, 14-20, 22-24 depend from claun 1, 
claims 2-12, 14-20, 22-24 are patentable a, leas, by virtue of dependency as well as for 
their additional recitations. 

.„ addidon. because amended independent claims 25, 27, 29, and 31 reel,, 
similar patentable feature, to the feature discussed above with respect to c.atm U 
.aims claims 25. 27, 29, and 3. are payable for a, leasr the reason, tdenbfed ^ 
respect ro Cairn .. Also, because Cairns 26, 28. 30, and 32 depend from Camts 25. 27 
30, and 3., respectively. 26, 28. 30. and 32 are patenuble a, leas, by vutue of 
dependency as well as for their additional recitations. 

IL Conclusion^ 

All matters having been addressed and in view of me foregoing, Applicants 
resP ectfully request the entry of this Amendment, the Examiner's reconsiderauon of 
this application, and the immediate allowance of all pending claims. 

Applicants submit that the entry of this Amendment is proper under 37 C.F.R. 
„ 116 as the claim changes: (a) place the application in condition for allowance for 
I reasons discussed herein; (b) do not require any ^rther consideration as the clatm 
features should have already been searched; and (c) places the apphcation m better 
form for an Appeal, should an Appeal be necessary. 
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Applicant's Counsel remains ready to assist the Examiner in any way to 
facilitate and expedite the prosecution of this matter. If any point remains in issue » 
which the Examiner feels may be best resolved through a personal or telephone 
interview, please contact the Undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 

Please charge any fees associated with the submission of this paper to Deposit 
Account Number 033975. The Commissioner for Patents is also authorized to credtt 
any over payments to the above-referenced Deposit Account. 

Respectfully submitted, 

PIIXSBURY WINTHROP 
SHAW PITTMAN LLP 




E. RICO HERNANDEZ 
Reg. No. 47641 
Tel. No. (703)770-7788 
Fax No. (703)770-7901 



Date: May 15,2006 

ERH/dlh 
P.O. Box 10500 
McLean, VA 22102 
(703) 770-7900 
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